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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH. 



To the President and Members of the Select and Common 
• Councils of the City of Heading: 

Gentlemen: — Herewith is presented the Fifteenth Annual Re- 
port of the Board of Health, together with the vital statistics for 
the fisfjal period endinsf December 31, 1887. 

By ordinance the sum of two thousand dollars was placed to 
the credit of this department. Of this amount the sum of sixteen 
hundred and thirty-seven dollars and seven cents has been ex- 
pended, leaving an unexpended balance of three hundred and 
sixty-two dollars and ninety-three cents. Nine hundred dollars 
was paid out as salaries for the Health Commissioner and Secre- 
tary. The receipts of the office from various sources amounted in 
the aggregate to nine hundred and thirty-one dollars and twenty- 
six cents. 

There are two very important subjects that before long will 
engage the attention of your honorable bodies, namely, an in- 
creased supply of water and a system of public sewers. In refer- 
ence to an additional water supply, three things ought to be fully 
considered before a conclusion is arrived at. In the first Dlace, 
the quantity should be ample for the future needs of the city ; in 
the second place, the quality should be of such a character as to 
be unobjectionable for both domestic use and manufacturing pur- 
poses ; and lastly, the question of cost and maintenance should be 
compared with that of obtaining water from some other source. 

The next most important question to occupy your attention is 
what system of public sewerage to adopt. Errors committed 
now will probably outlast this generation, and may be irremedi- 
able by future generations. 

Special knowledge and special skill is required in arranging a 
system of public sewers. A particular kind of skill, found only 
in trained sanitary engineers. The ordinary duties of the civil 
engineer, however competent in his line of duty, do not fit him 
for this work. Recognizing this fact this Board respectfully rec- 
ommends adopting now a plan for a general system of sewers, 
based upon the probable future necessities, and skilfully adapted 
to the topographical peculiarities of this city, so that the system 
may be gradually worked out year after year as the financial con- 
dition of the treasury may allow. 



A number of private alleys, condemned by the Board were 
graded and paved during the year. 

Five suits for violation of the rules were instituted, in all of 
which judgment was obtained against the defendants. 

One hundred and twelve loads of garbage, each weighing about 
thirteen hundred pounds, were removed during the year; and 
thirteen hundred and ninety-four loads of night soil during the 
same period. The latter by the licensed cleaners. 

The suggestions in reference to ponds of stagnant water, and 
the selection of a dump for waste material, presented in a former 
report, are again respectfully submitted for your consideration. 

The number of complaints that reached this office was largely 
in excess of last year, as will be seen by the following report : 

Report of the Health Commissioner. 
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Alleys filthy and noisome. 

Alleys defective drainage.. 
Alleys graded and paved... 

Ashes and refuse on street, 

Ashes and refuse on lot 

Bloody water on street 

Bloody water in cellar 

Butchers' offal on lot 

Blood barrels— filthy 

Cow stables— filthy 

Cellars— water in 

Cellars — privy water in 

Cellars— filthy 

Chicken coops — filthy 

Culverts— filthy 

Cellars — foul gases in , 

Defective drainage , 

Drains clogged 

Dead cats on street 

Dead chickens on street... 

Dead dogs on street 

Dead rats on street 
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Cleaned by 
the Board. 

Remedied. 

By the Board 
and owners. 
Cleaned by 
High. Com. 
Cleaned by 
the Board. 

Removed. 
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Cleaned. 
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Removed and 

Remedied. 
Removed. 
Cleaned. 
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Remedied. 
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Opened. 
Removed by 

Scavenger. 
Removed by 

Scavenger. 
Removed by 

Scavenger. 
Removed by 

Scavenger. 



Report of the Health Commissioner. — Continued, 
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Drain filthy 

Dog kennel filthy 

Defective drainage— alley 

Dangerous privy 

Dead turkey on street 

Garbage on street 

Gutters filthy 

Garbage on lot and yard 

Hydrants leaky 

Houses filthy 

Lots filthy 

Manure heaps filthy 

Manure water on street 

Oyster shells on street 

Offensive matter in house 

Oyster shells in cellar 

Privies — full 

Privies — leaky 

Privies— foul 

Privies— shallow 

Privies— defective 

Privy water in yard 

Privy gases in house 

Pig-pens — filthy 

Privy water on street ; 

Privies dug contrary to law... 

Privies— filthy 

Sinks — foul and filthy 

Stagnant water on street. 

Stagnant water in yard 

Slaughter-houses— filthy 

Swill barrels— filthy 

Stagnant water on lot 

Urinals— leaky and filthy 

Yards— filthy 

Filth removed from 10- ft. alleys 
Dead eats 

Dead chickens 

Dead rats 
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Removed. 

Removed by 

the Boar^. 

Cleaned by 

High. Dept. 

Removed by 
Board and 

Owners. 
Referred to 
Water Dept. 

Cleaned. 
Cleaned by 
the Board. 

Cleaned. 

Removed. 
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Cleaned. 
Remedied. 
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Remedied. 
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Removed. 
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Referred to 
the Board. 
Cleaned. 
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Removed. 
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Referred to 

High. Com. 
Remedied. 
Cleaned. 
By the Board. 
Removed by 

the Board. 
Removed by 

the Board. 
Removed by 

the Board. 
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Report of the Health Commissioner. — Continued, 
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Dead Dogs 

Dead rabbit 

Foul vats 

No cause for complaint 
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Rpinoved by 
the Board. 

Removed by 
the Board. 

Cleaned by the 
Owners. 



As usual, a large number of alleys, both public and private, 
were reported to the Board during the year. Wherever necessary, 
property owners were notified to clean them, and if they failed to 
do so, the Board proceeded to do the work. 

The following alleys were graded and paved during the year: 

Alley north and south, between Greenwich and Oley and Maple 
and Tenth streets. 

Alley east and west, between Wunder and Eleventh and Chest- 
nut and Spruce streets. 

Alley north from Spruce, between Wood and Fourth streets. 

Alley east from Carpenter, between Spruce and Pine streets. 

Alley north from Spruce, between Orange and Tenth streets. 

Alley east from Cedar, between Washington and Walnut streets. 

Alley east from Maple, between Culvert and Cotton streets. 

Alley west from Carpenter, between Spruce and Pine streets. 

Alley north from Walnut, between Moss and Tenth streets. 

Alley north and south, between Third and Carpenter and 
Spruce and Pine. 

Alley north and south, between Mifflin and Third and Spruce 
and Fine streets. 

Alley north from Greenwich, between Cedar and Ninth streets. 

Alley east from Schuylkill avenue, between Jefferson and Hock- 
lev streets. 

Alley east from Mulberry, between Green and Greenwich 
streets. 

Alley east from Moss, between Court and Washington streets. 

Alley east from Pearl, between Chestnut and Spruce streets. 

Alley north and south, between Spruce and Biugaman and 
Sixth and Plum streets. 

Alley west from Plum, between Spruce and Bingaman streets. 

Alley east and west, between Moss and Tenth and Washington 
and Walnut streets. 



Alley east and west, between Twelfth and Thirteenth and 
Chestnut and Spruce streets. 

Alley north from Green, between Tenth and Mulberry streets. 

Alley west from Mulberry, between Green and Greenwich 
streets. 

Alley west from Plum, between Chestnut and Spruce streets. 

Deem street, between Seventh and Lemon, south of Chestnut 
street. 

The following private alleys, not on the topographical survey 
and not within the jurisdiction of the Highway Department, were 
cleaned by the Board : 

Alley east and west, between Eleventh and Wunder and Chest- 
nut and Weimer streets. 

AUev north and south, between Weimer and Chestnut and 
Wunder and Eleventh streets. 

Alley east and west, between Wunder and Twelfth and Cheat- 
nut and Weimer streets. 

Alley east and west, between Twelfth and Weimer and Chest- 
nut streets. 

Alley north and south, between Weimer and Chestnut and 
Weimer and Twelfth streets. 

Alley east from Wunder, between Perkiomen avenue and 
Franklin streets. 

Alley east and west, between Maple and Eleventh and Spruce 
and Chestnut streets. 

AUev east and west, between Wunder and Eleventh and Chest- 
nnt and Spruce streets. 

Alley east and west, between Wunder and Twelfth and Chest- 
nut and Spruce streets. . 

Alley north and south, between Wunder and Twelfth and 
Chestnut and Spruce streets. 

Alley east from Wunder, between Chestnut and Spruce streets. 

Alley west from Wunder and south from Chestnut street. 

Alley north and south, between Eleventh and Wunder and 
Chestnut and Spruce streets. 

Alley north and south, between Spruce and Muhlenberg and 
Eleventh and Wunder streets. 

Alley west from Wunder, between Spruce and Muhlenberg 
streets. 

Alley north and south, between Spruce and Muhlenberg and 
Maple and Eleventh streets. 

Alley east from Maple and south of Spruce street. 

Alley east from Maple and north of Muhlenberg street. 

Alley west from Maple, between Spruce and Muhlenberg streets. 

Alley north from Muhlenberg, between Tenth and Maple streets. 

Alley north from Spruce, between Maple and Eleventh streets. 
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Alley east and west, between Maple and Tenth and Chestnut 
and Spruce streets. 

Alley west from Orange, between Bingaman and Spruce streets. 

Alley north and south, between Spruce and Muhlenberg and 
Orange and Ninth streets. 

Alley west from Orange, between Spruce and Muhlenberg 
streets. 

Alley east and west, between Maple and Eleventh and Franklin 
and Chestnut streets. 

Alley north from Tenth, between Maple and Eleventh and 
Franklin and Chestnut streets. 

Alley north from Spruce, between Maple and Tenth streets. 

Alley north and south, between Bingaman and Muhlenberg and 
Eighth and Spring Garden streets. 

Alley east and west, between Spring Garden and Ninth and 
Bingaman and Muhlenberg streets. 

Alley north from Spruce, between Orange and Tenth streets. 

Alley north from Muhlenberg, between Orange and Tenth. 

Alley east from Orange, between Muhlenberg and Culvert 
streets. 

Alley east and west, between Orange and Tenth and Calvert 
and Cotton streets. 

Alley west from Orange, between Culvert and Cotton streets. 

Alley south from Culvert, between Orange and Ninth streets. 

Alley north from Muhlenberg, between Spring Garden and 
Ninth streets. 

Alley east from Spring Garden, between Bingaman and Muh- 
lenberg streets. 

Mcllvain alley, between Seventh and Neversink streets. 

Gilson alley, between Seventh and Mcllvain alley. 

Alley north and south, between Minor and Seventh and Laurel 
and Willow streets. 

Alley south from Willow, between Minor and Seventh streets. 

Alley east from Minor, between Laurel and Willow streets. 

Alley west from Minor, between South and Willow streets. 

Alley south from Willow, between Sixth and Minor streets. 

Alley north and south, between Laurel and Willow and Minor 
and Sixth streets. 

Alley north and south, between Pearl and Sixth and Laurel and 
Willow streets 

Alley east from Pearl, between Laurel and Willow streets. 

Alley east from Minor and south of Pine street. 

Alley east from Minor and north of Laurel street. 

Alley west from Minor and south of Pine street. 

Alley west from Minor and north of Laurel street. 

Alley north and south, between Spruce and Bingaman and Sixth 
and Minor streets. 
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Alley north and south, between Pine and Laurel and Minor and 
Seventh streets. 

Alley north and south, between Sixth and Minor and Pine and 
Laurel streets. 

Alley north and south, between Pearl and Sixth and Bingaman 
and Laurel streets. 

Alley north and south, between Spruce and Bingaman and 
Minor and Seventh streets. 

Alley south from Spruce, between Pearl and Sixth streets. 

Alley east from Pearl and south of Spruce street. 

Alley north and south, between Chestnut and Spruce and Pearl 
and Sixth street. 

Alley east from Pearl and south of Chestnut street. 

Alley south from Chestnut, between Wood and Fourth streets. 

Alley north and south, between Chestnut and Spruce and Car- 
penter and Third streets. 

Alley between Mifflin and Second and Chestnut and Spruce 
streets. 

Alley west from Fifth, between Penn and Cherry streets. 

Alley north from Cherry, between Wood and Fifth streets. 

Alley east and west, between North River and Schuylkill ave- 
nue and Jefferson street and Hockley lane. 

Alley east from Schuylkill avenue, between Jefferson street and 
First Hockley lane. 

Alley north and south, between Hamilton street and Schuylkill 
avenue, north of Front street. 

Alley north and south, between Washington and Hamilton, 
north of Front street. 

Alley south from Robeson, between Moss and Ninth streets. 

Alley north and sjuth, between Oley and Centre and Moss and 
Ninth streets. 

Alley west from Moss, between Oley and Centre streets. 

Alley north and south, between Ninth and Moss and Greenwich 
and Oley streets. 

Alley west from Moss, between Oley and Greenwich streets. 

Alley south fro.ii Elm, between Tenth and Mulberry streets. 

Alley west from Cedar, between Green and Greenwich streets. 

Alley north from Green, between Eighth and Cedar streets 

Alley north and south, between Green and Greenwich and Moss 
and Ninth streets. 

Alley north and south, between Green and Greenwich and Moss 
and Tenth streets. 

Alley south from Elm, between Sixth and Reed streets. 

Allev north and south, between Button wood and Woodward 
and Church and Sixth streets. 

Alley north and south, between Washington and Walnut and 
Cedar and Ninth streets. 
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' Alley north and south, between Walnut and Elni and Cedar and 
Ninth streets. 

Alley north and south, between Cedar and Eighth and Walnut 
and Elm streets. 

Alley north and south, between Elrn and Buttonwood and 
Cedar and Eighth streets. 

Alley north and south, between Elm and Buttonwood and 
Cedar and Ninth streets. 

Alley east from Cedar, between Elm and Buttonwood streets. 

Alley north from Elm, between Fifth and Church streets. 

Alley north from Pine, between Minor and Sixth streets. 

Alley east from Church, between Centre and Oley streets. 

Alley between Wunder and Eleventh and Weimer and Chest- 
nut streets. 

Alley east from Carpenter, between Chestnut and Spruce. 

Alley north and south, between Moss and Ninth and Button- 
wood and Green streets. 

Alley south from Elm, between Reed and Sixth streets. 

Alley north from Greenwich, between Cedar and Ninth streets. 

Alley west from Mulberry, between Green and Greenwich 
streets. 

Alley north from Green, between Tenth and Mulberry streets. 

Alley 'west from Plum, between Spruce and Bingaman streets. 

Alley north and south, between Spruce and Bingaman and 
Plum and Sixth streets. 

Alley east and west, between Moss and Tenth and Washington 
and Walnut streets. 

Alley north and south, between Tenth and Mulberry and Elm 
and Buttonwood streets. 

Alley east from Poplar, between Walnut and Elm streets. 

John street, north and south, between Wunder and Twelfth 
and Weimer and Chestnut streets. 

The vacant lots enumerated below, containing garbage, refuse 
and fifthy matter, were also cleaned by the Board : 

Lot north side of Muhlenberg street, between Eleventh and 
Wunder. 

Lot east side of Wunder, between Chestnut and Spruce streets. 

Lot east side of Wunder, between Perkioraen avenue and Frank- 
lin street. 

Lot west side of Twelfth, between Franklin and Chestnut 
streets. 

Lot northwest corner Laurel and Sixth streets. 

Lot northwest corner Cotton and Thirteenth streets. 

Lot northwest corner Moss and Robeson streets. 

Lot north side of Centre, between Moss and Ninth streets. 

Lot northwest corner Reed and Elm streets. 
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Lot southwest corner Muhlenberg and Thirteenth streets. 

Lot south side of Mineral Spring Road, above Perkiomen avenue. 

Lot west side of. Tenth street, between Greenwich and Oley 
streets. 

Lot south side of Mulberry, between Green and Greenwich 
streets. 

Lot between Thorn and Second, Greenwich street and railroad. 

Filthy matter on west side of Fourth street, between Walnut 
and Elm streets. Remedied by the owner. 

Filthy matter on vacant lot at Oley and Sixth streets. Re- 
moved by the Highway Commissioner. 

Ashes and refuse matter on Olev street, between Church and 
Sixth streets. Removed by the Highway Commissioner. 

Garbage on Penn street, between Sixth and Seventh streets. 
Removed by the Board. 

Defective drainage on the east side of Church street, between 
Button wood and Woodward streets. Referred to Highway De- 
partment. 

Defective drainage on the east side of Eleventh street, between 
Oley and Greenwich streets Referred to the Highway Depart- 
ment. 

Stagnant water on the west side of Sixteenth street, between 
Perkiomen avenue and Cotton streets. Referred to the Highway 
Commissioner. 

Garbage on Twelfth street, between Chestnut and Spruce 
streets. Removed by the Board. 

Garbage on Spruce street, between Orange and Tenth streets. 
Removed by the Board. 

Defective drainage on Church street, south from Windsor 
street. Referred to the Highway Department. 

Refuse matter on Orange street, between Franklin and Chest- 
nut streets. Removed by the Highway Commissioner. 

The Market Commissioner addressed the following communica- 
tion to this department : 

Reading, Pa., January 10, 1888. 

To the Presideyit and Members of the Board of Health : 

Gentf.emen: — In submitting my annual report for the year 
1887, it affords me great pleasure to say that, with all the diligence 
and watchfulness possible on my part, I had no occasion to make 
any seizures of meat, fish, or vegetables exposed for sale in our 
markets. I collected during the year for sealing weights and 
measures, tines and penalties, the sum of $951.18, as follows: 




H 

For sealing weights and measures S901.18 

Penalties for selling by unstamped measures 30.00 

Fines for selling short-weight butter 20.00 

$951 18 
Respectfully submitted, 

Daniel Baus, 

Market Conirnissioner, 

The City Scavenger reports that during the year 1887 he has 
removed the following dead animals : 

Horses, 108. Mules, 15. Cows, 20. 

Calves, 2. Colts, 3. Cats, 147. 

Dogs, 190. Chickens, 97. Rats, 49. 

Turkeys, 4. Sheep, 12. Pigeons, 4. 

Rabbits, 7. Muskrat, 1. Peacock 1. 

Hogs, 73. Fish, 18. Duck, 1. 
Ground-hog, 1. 

Licenses were granted to three parties to remove night-soil, each 
paying for the privilege the sum of twenty-five dollars. 

Statement A showjg the amount and disposition of the appro- 
priation. 

Appropriation $2,000 00 

Cash paid for grading, paving and cleaning 

private alleys J377 57 

Cash paid for printing, publishing, preparing 

report, postage stamps and postal cards 160 35 

Cash paid for books and stationery 100 96 

Cash paid for livery hire, refreshments and 

miscellanies 98 19 

Cash paid for salary. Health Commissioner 

and uniform allowance 600 00 

Cash paid for salary. Secretary 300 00 

1,637 07 

Balance merging into city treasury, Dec. 31, 1887 $ 362 93 

Statement B exhibits the revenue of the department from the 
issue of permits, licenses, etc. 

Buiial permits 8303 75 

Cesspool permits 399 00 

Certificates of death 7 00 

Lincenses for cleaning cesspools 75 00 

Paving and grading private alleys 121 48 

Cleaning cesspools 22 00 

Abating nuisances 3 03 

$ 931 26 
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Statement C shows the appropriation, expenditure and revenue 
of the department for the year 1887. 

Appropriation, £rxpenditure. Revenue, 

«2,000.00 81,637.07 8931.26 

The Board respectfully asks for an appropriation for the ensu- 
ing year, as follows : 

Salaries Health Commissioner and Secretary $ 900.00 

Abating nuisances 1,000.00 

Miscellaneous 600.00 



$2,500.00 
Marriages — 579. 

Five hundred and seventy-nine marriages were solemnized dur- 
ing the year 1887, a decrease of four as compared with last year. 

Two hundred and seventy-four of the ceremonies were per- 
formed by the Lutheran clergy ; one hundred and seventy -seven 
by the Reformed ; fifty-four by the Catholic ; fourteen, by the 
Baptist ; nine by the U. B. in Christ ; eleven by the Methodist ; 
five by the Episcopal ; five by the Presbyterian ; three by the R. 
E. Friendship ; one by the Menonite ; and eleven by the Alder- 
men of the city. 

Forty-seven of the marriages took place in January ; forty-six 
in February; forty-three in March ; fifty -two in April; fifty-three 
in May ; thirty-seven in June ; thirty-six in July ; twenty-eight in 
August; fifty-seven in September; fifty-two in October; sixty- 
four in November ; and sixty-four in December. 

The ages of the contracting parties were : 

Under 20 — 25 men and 154 women. 
20 to 2.5—305 men and 297 women. 
25 to 30 — 144 men and 70 women. 
30 to 40 — 66 men and 35 women. 
40 to 50 — 20 men and 13 women. 
50 to 60 — 10 men and 8 women. 
60 to 70 — 7 men and women. 
Ag?t not given — 2 men and 2 women. 
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Table Showing the Ceremonies Used in the Solemnization of 

Marriages. 




January.... 
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March 

April 
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Table Shoioinff the Ages of the PaHiet at the Time of 
Marriage. 



Ages of Grooms. 



Under 21) years... 

20 to 36 years 

23 to 30 years 

30 to 40 years 

40 to 50 years 

60 to 60 years 

60 to 70 years... .. 
Not ^iven 



Total Women IS4 20TT!! 



BiRTIDS. 

Fifteen liitndred and fifty-ativen births were reported diiringthe 
year, a decrease of nine as uompai-ed witli last year. Eight hun- 
dred and twelve were males and seven hundred and forty-five 
females. Five were colored — one male and four females. Twins 
of the same sexes were born in the Firet, Second {'l\ Fourih (2), 
Seventh, Eighth (3) and Ninth (2) Wards. Those of opposite 
sexefl in the First, Second, Sixth, Seventh and Twelfth Wards. 
The months in which twins were born were January (3), Febru- 
ary (1), March (5), July (1), August (5), September (1) and No- 
vember (4). 

Daring the month of January there were one hundred and 
thirty-seven births ; February, one hundred and thirty six ; March, 
one hundred and forty-one; April, one hundred and nine; Mav, 
one hundred and twelve i June, one hundred and nineteen ; July, 
one hundi-ed and twenty-six ; August, one hundred and twenty- 
five; September, one hundred and forty-one; October, one hun- 
hred and twenty-nine; November, one hundred and thirtv-six, 
and December, one hundred and forty-six. 

Ninety-seven births occurred in the Fii-st Ward, two hundred 
and seven in the Second Ward, one hundred and eleven in the 
Third Ward, fifty-three in the Fourth Ward, seventy seven in the 
Fifth Ward, one hundred and fifty-four in the Sixth Ward, 
ninety-five in the Seventh Ward, one hundred and thirteen in the 
Eighth Ward, one hundi-ed and seventy in the Ninth Ward, one 
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hundred »iiil forty in tlie Tenth Ward, one hundred and sixteen 
in the eleventh Ward, one hundred and eighteen in the Twelfth 
Ward and one hundred and a\& in the Thirteenth Ward. 

The excess of births over deaths in the oity was five hundred 
and fifty-five. 

The biith rate was 28.05 in 1,000 for the year 1887, and the 
death rate 18.02. 

Table Showing the Premature and Still births in each Month by 
iSexes and (Ailor. 

Jan. Feb {Uat Apr. Hiiy <fiu^ JnlylAaE'seii. Oct. Kov [D«c.|T0t1 



Table Showing the Number of Male and Female Jlirths in 
Each Ward, and the Number of Twin Births, Etc. 
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I'able Showing the dumber and Color of Male and Female 

Births z?i Each Month, 



1887. 



January 

February 

March 

Total, First Quarter... 

April 

May 

Juue 

Total, Second Quarter 
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Total, Third Quarter- 
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Total, Fourth Quarter 
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Estimated population of Reading, January 1, 1888, 55,500. 

Deaths— 1,002. 

Permits were issued by the department for the burial of twelve 
hundred and twelve bodies during the year 1887. Of this num- 
ber ninety- four were brought here from other places, seventy -five 
were still-born and forty-one were premature births, leaving a net 
total for the city of ten hundred and two deaths. 

Two hundred and sixty-four were married, six hundred and 
eleven single and one hundred and twenty-seven were widowed. 

Five hundred and seven were males, four hundred and ninety- 
three females, and in two the sex was not mentioned. Of the 
seventy-five still-born children, fifty were males and twenty-five 
females. Of the premature births sixteen were reported as males 
and twenty-five as females. 
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Of the decedents nine hundred and seventeen were born in the 
United States and eighty-five were of foreign birth. 

Two hundred and fifty-three died under the age of one year, 
ninety-seven prior to the second year, one hundred and thirteen 
before reaching the fifth year, fifty-one between five and ten, one 
hundred and three between ten and thirty, one hundred and sev- 
enty-seven between thirty and sixty, one hundred and sixty-one 
between sixty and eighty, forty-five between eighty and ninety, 
and two between ninetv and one hundred. 

Three hundred and ten belong to the class zymotic, one hun- 
dred and sixty-six to the constitutional, four hundred and twenty 
to the local, seventy-two to the developmental, thirty-three were 
the result of violence and one could not be properly classified. 

Adding together the number of deaths under ten years, we have 
a total of five hundred and fourteen, or 51.29 per cent, of all 
deaths. 

The average number of deaths per month was 83.50, an increase 
of 11.75 as compared with the year 1886. The least number of 
deaths in any one month was seventy-five in June ; the greatest 
number, one hundred and forty in July. 

The average number of deaths per week was 19.26. The great- 
est number reported during any one week was for the week end- 
ing August 8, when there were forty-four deaths ; the least num- 
ber for the weeks ending May 30, June 13 and December 19, with 
twelve deaths each. 

As seen above, one hundred and sixteen permits were issued 
for the burial of still-born and premature births, and are, therefore, 
omitted from the general summing up as not properly belonging 
to the death rate. Heretofore abortions, premature births and 
still-born children, in fact everything that required a burial per- 
mit, was counted into the mortality record, and helped greatly to 
swell the annual death rate. 

The estimated population for 1887 is 55,500 ; the annual ratio 
of deaths per 1,000 inhabitants is 18.02. 

The following statement, in tabular form, shows the population 
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and death rate for a period of five years, still-born and premature 
births not included in the year 1887. 

Year. Estimated Population. Tptal No. of Deaths. Death Rate. 

1883 47,500 869 18.2 

1884 49,000 917 18.7 

1885 50,500 1,025 20.2 

1886 •..52,250 861 16.4 

1887 55,500 1,002 18.02 
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Deaths in the Different Warps. 



First Ward 47 

Second Ward 137 

Third Ward 72 

Fourth Ward 37 

Fifth Ward 71 

Sixth Ward 100 

Seventh Ward 61 



Eighth Ward 77 

Ninth Ward 107 

Tenth Ward 90 

Eleventh Ward 65 

Twelfth Ward 65 

Thirteenth Ward 73 



The 75 still-born and 41 premature births are not included in 
the above list. 

Of those brought here for burial there were from : 



Philadelphia, Pa 


18 


Chicago, 111 1 


Berks County Almshouse.. 


13 


Maple Grove, Pa 1 


Cumru township 


6 


Allentown, Pa 1 


Harrisburg, Pa 

W^est ReadinsT 


5 


W^ashinsfton. D. C 1 


4 


Lehighton, Pa 1 

Alburtis, Pa 1 


New York City 


3 


Pottstown, Pa 


3 


Womelsdorf, Pa 1 


Danville, Pa 


2 


Mitflinstown, Pa... 1 


Douglassville, Pa 




Robesonia, Pa 1 


Alsace township 

Spring township 




Keudallsville. Ind 1 




Pittsburg, Pa 1 


Conshohocken, Pa 




Shamokin, Pa 1 


Hot Springs, Ark 

Poit Richmond, Pa 




Arizona Territorv 1 




Elizabeth, N. J 1 


Arnenia, N. Y 




Richmond, Va 1 


Schuylkill Co, Pa 




Birdsboro, Pa 1 


Stowe, Fa 




Norristown, Pa 1 


Detroit, Mich 




Weldon, N. C 1 


Lebanon, Pa 


Bucks County, Pa 1 


Lower Heidelberg twp 




Robeson township 1 


New Britain, Pa 




Bern township 1 


Pottsville, Pa 




Williamsport, Pa 1 



Interments were made in the different cemeteries as follows 



Charles Evans 503 

Aulenbach 192 

Catholic 160 

German Lutheran 60 

Lutheran 44 

Alsace 57 

Hebrew 5 



Almshouse 6 

Within the county 140 

Within the State 39 

Within the United States.. 4 

Canada 1 

Not given 1 



z^ 



The nationality of the decedents was as follows : 



Wales 2 



United States 1118 

Germany 62 

Ireland 15 

England 2 

Poland 4 

Italy 3 

Twenty-four died in St. Joseph's Hospital, four in the Reading 
Hospital and two in the Widow's Home. 



Scotland 

Switzerland 
Hungary..,. 
Canada 



3 
3 
I 
1 



CLASS. 



Zymotic 

Constitutional. 

Local 

Developmental 

Violence 

Miscellaneous... 



Total 



1887. 



OQ 



Brought 
Brought 
Brought 
Brought 
Brought 
Brought 



City, 
from a 

City, 
from a 

City, 
from a 

City, 
from a 

City, 
from a 

City, 
from a 



0) 






©I I CO 



distance, 
distance, 
distance, 
distance, 
distance, 
distance. 



53 80 

2i 2 
37! 39 



City, 
Brought from a distance. 



4 

121 

14 

27 

3 

3 

1 



241 
24 



117 

4 

55 



a? I 
OS 

s 

O' ' IS 

^ I o 



4 

1061 86 

13! 17| 

15| 17 13; 72 



60 310 

1 
35| 166 
3 
107 420 
12 



2 

12 



2 

10 
1 
1 



2 

8, 33 
6 



252i 286! 2231002 
211 24 25 



Monthly Mortality in the City froin 1875 to 1887, inclusive. 



January 

February ... 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September.. 

October 

November.. 

December...; 

I 

Totrfl I 



1875. 


1876. 


00 

1-1 


. 
00 

00 


1879. 


1 1 

• • 1 « 1 • 

1 — ' , ci 00 

00 1 00 on 00 ■ 

00 00 ' 00 1 00 

l-H 1 ,-1 1 1-1 1-1 


00 


QO 
00 

T— 1 


1886. 


• 

T-l 


58 


101 


83 


63 


69 


53 75 93 75 71 


90 


58 


67 


52 


104 


63 


56 


66 


72' 691 69 78 


66 


93 


72 


61 



65 I07i 69 

70| 73 59 

62' 86 73 

58 88 59 

103 108 104 

101 99 99 

. 58; 70 76 

72 86 75 

78 93 55 

89 103 68 



68 8O1 



67 
52 
39 
97 
61 
54 
63 



47; 
57 
47 
64| 
74; 
67l 
57 



69! 66 
72 66, 



79 63' 

48; 66, 

68 63 

80 64! 
93 82 
64 102; 
57l 81J 
62 83! 
73 73 
66 74 



78! 85, 

79 73, 

76' 76 

68 70 

75 105 

82 79 

81 53, 

86 61 1 

47 59; 

56 55 



62 861 

53i 77j 

67; 90, 

6I! 83, 

79| 110; 

86l 106 

89 77 

91 75 



69 
73 

77 
56 



90 



108 

123 

76 

62 

70' 121 
98, 99 

70 77 
70 67 



61 



102; 77i 



67 

81 



75 
66 
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For the year 1887, the premature births, (41), and still-born 

(75), are excluded from the above table. Prior to 1887 they are 
included in the monthly totals as seen above. 

Table Showing Ages of Decedents for 1887. 
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Deaths 


26697 


95 90 51 


1096 


Brought from Distance. 


13 


4 3 1 21101012 


91212 6 






94 




253 97 


113 51I1722'64 56 54 6783 78 45 
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A Recapitulation of the Marriages^ Births and Deaths for 
each Month will be found in the following Table. 

Recapitulation. 



Months. 



OS 

.^^ 
u 

u 

OB 
1^ 



January 47 

February 46, 

March 43; 



April. 
May 



52! 

53 

June 37 

July 36 

August 28 

September 57 

October 52 

November \ 64 

December 64 



OQ 

-M 

u 
PQ 

137 
136 
141 
109 
112 
119 
126 
125 
141 
129 
136 
146 



OQ 



3Q 

^ ' 

as o 
o 



A 



90 274 
791 261 



126 
135 



310 
296 
89 254 
751 231 
140 302 
1201 273 
94, 292 
85 266 
92 292 
871 297 



Total 579155712123348 
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A Recapitulation of Some of the Most Prominent Diseases. 

Pulmonary Consumption, 

This disease again heads the list. The total deaths in 1887 
from consumption number one hundred and two. The disease was 
most prevalent during the months of January, August, March 
and May. The total deaths for the first quarter were twenty-nine ; 
second quarter, twenty-seven ; third quarter, thirty-two ; last 
quarter, fifteen. Fifty-eight were males and forty-four females. 
Five died before reaching their tenth year ; twelve between ten 
and twenty ; forty-eight between twenty and forty ; thirty one 
between forty and seventy ; and six between seventy and eighty. 

Pneumonia. 

Forty-two males and fifty-three females died from pneumonia. 
Of this number thirty were adults and sixty-five minors. 

Infantile Diarrhoea. 

Under the above heading are included all cases under two years 
of age whose deaths have been certified as having occurred from 
" summer complaint," " cholera infantum," " diarrhoea,'' " dysen- 
tery," " entero-colitis," etc. Eighty -five deaths are attributed to 
the diseases mentioned. 

Measles. 

Measles began to prevail in March, extending through April 
and May and finally dying out in June. All parts of the city were 
more or less visited, the disease being pretty evenly distributed 
throughout the different wards. Out of a total of seventy-nine 
deaths we find thirteen in the Second Ward, nine in the Sixth 
Ward, eiglit each in the Tenth, Twelfth and Thirteenth Wards, 
seven each in the Seventh and Eleventh Wards, five in the Third 
Ward, four each in the Fifth and Ninth Wards, and one each in 
the First, Fourth and Eighth Wards. 

Diphtheria. 

There was a considerable increase in zymotic diseases, not only 
in measles, but also in diphtheria, which was the cause of forty- 
one deaths, or 4.09 per cent, as compared with sixteen deaths, or 
1.85 percent., in 1886. ' 



40 

Scarlet Fever. 

Scarlet fever continued to occur with diminished frequency dur 
ing the year, causing ten deaths, against sixteen last year. 



J. 



^ 



Sixty-six died from " heart disease." 

Forty-three died from apoplexy. 

Thirty-four died from croup. 

Twenty-eight died from marasmus. 

Twenty-four died from the different forms of cancer. 

Nineteen died from typhoid fever. 

Ten died from scarlet fever. 

Sixteen were killed on railroad. 

Two were killed by falling. ^ 

Five were accidentally drowned. 

One was accidentally poisoned. 

Three were scalded to death. 

Two were suffocated. 

One committed suicide by taking poison. 

Two committed suicide by shooting. 

A General Sujnniary. 

Percentage of 
Total Mortality. 

Zymotic diseases 310 30.9 

Constitution al d iseases 166 16 5 

Local diseases 420 41.9 

Developmental diseases 72 71 

Deaths from violence 33 8.2 
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As will be seen above, thirty per cent, of all deaths were from 
what are known as zymotic diseases. Under this class are em- 
braced diseases which are either epidemic, endemic, communicable, 
induced by a specific cause, or by causes pertaining to diet. The 
name zymotic is derived from the Greek word zymoyn, and means 
to ferment; something that possesses an action like yeast on 
dough ; something that when introduced into the system is capa- 
ble of multiplying itself indefinitely, the body in turn giving off 
the germs that will in other bodies produce the same disease by 
which it has suffered, and so on, from one patient to another, to 
the end of time. All such diseases, therefore, that have their 
origin in some specific ferment, are termed zymotic, and are 
classed among the preve^Uahle diseases by sanitarians. The duty 
of a Board of Health consists in preventing disease, preseiTing 
health and prolonging life, and to enforce a system of public 
hygiene. 

Public hygiene has to do with every man, woman and child, of 
every age and social condition. It examines into their mode of 
life, looks into their occupation, and sees how they live. It ex- 
amines the food they eat, the water they drink, and the air they 
breathe. It looks to the sanitary condition of school houses, fol- 
lows the artisan to the work-shop and factory, and examines hos- 
pitals, asylums, poor houses and jails To all these it offers sug- 
gestions and makes application of a knowledge remarkable for its 
amount and variety. To the medical profession it is indebted for 
what it knows of health and disease. " Hygiene and medicine are 
both sciences of observation, with much in common and many 
points of contact ; both study diseases, but in somewhat different 
ways. With the physician the question is, what will cure an ague 
or mitigate a fever? With the Health Officer, what will prevent 
it ? The physician advices a consumptive to abandon some un- 
healthy occupation, damp dwelling, or undrained district ; the 
Health Officer would render the occupation healthy, or drain the 
district dry. In a word, while cure or palliation is the aim of 
medicine, prevention is the object of hygiene ; while the one 
studies the good of the unit, the other looks to the welfare of the 
mass." 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

M. A. R HO ADS, M. D., 
Januarv 30, 1888. President, 
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